COUNTER-REVOLUTION	tig
operative and the theatre, kidnapped the socialist assessors
and councillors from their houses and punished them
severely. The police drove the fascists off/ but they came
back five days later : c On the sgth a lorry-load of fascists
arrived and cut the telephone-wires to prevent possible
interruption. The mayor was beaten up and his house set
on fire.' On May 10 the Udine fascists made an expedition
in lorries to Pordenone. They were met with revolver shots
and bombs ; one of them, an eighteen year old student
who had been a Fiume legionary, was killed, and others were
wounded. c The fascists received substantial reinforcements
from neighbouring districts and forced the revolutionaries to
retreat to the Torre country, where they were beleaguered.
Machine-guns and even a field-gun were brought into
action. Troops from the Udine garrison intervened on the
side of the fascists and the bolshevik fortress was stormed.'
The engagement was prolonged thanks to the arrival of
squads from Vittorio Veneto, Friuli, Venice, and Trieste.
e For the next few days the work of cleaning up the country-
side, under the direction of Signor Giunta (leader of the
Trieste fascio) went on ; they destroyed red (socialist) and
black (popular Catholic) headquarters, made arrests and
carried out searches.' In these provinces the land occupied
by fascism touched on the east Julian. Venetia, already under
its domination, and on the west the Trentino and Tyrol,
which on the other hand resisted up to the eve of the
march on Rome.
The province of Pavia, which lies between Emilia and
Piedmont, is entirely agricultural. The Mortara section—
the Lomellina—forms part of the rice-growing district which
covers the whole plain of the province of Novara. Here
there was, if possible, an even closer connection than in other
provinces between the growth of fascism and the struggle
between landowners and c red syndicates' and their em-
ployment offices. The socialists had gained forty-five out
of fifty communes in the November elections and all fourteen
seats in the provincial council. The manufacturers of
Mortara, who included big war profiteers and two multi-
millionaires, had hired., before the elections had even begun,
gangs of armed roughs who for forty francs a day terrorized
8

